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Michael Moloughney 
 

1.0  Michael (“Old Mick”) Moloughney (1809-1875) 
 

Born about 1809, County Tipperary, Ireland.  Born during the period of the “Penal 

Laws”, and therefore no information is available as to who his parents were nor where they 

lived.  Placing his birth in the year 1809 is a matter of deduction - based on information 

found in the Canadian Census records of 1861 and 1871. 

As to his parents, ‘Irish custom’ indicates that his father was a Patrick Molough-

ney and his mother a Mary ‘unknown’ (custom suggested that the first-born son and sec-

ond-born daughter be named after the paternal grandparents, and the second-born son 

and the first-born daughter after the maternal grandparents).  His first four children were 

Patrick, Catherine, Mary and James.  These four, and two more - Eliza and William, were 

baptized in the Church of S. Patrick in the Parish of Killordiernan, County Tipperary.  The 

“Penal Laws” were lifted in 1828 and Michael and his family were able to attend church in 

the Village of Puckane from that date on.  According to these church records, he and his 

family were living on Urra Hill in the Townland of Urra.  See ‘The Moloughneys of Ireland’. 

He is believed to have had at least four brothers - Patrick, Stephen, Daniel and 

Edward; no confirmation.  These four names appear as sponsors in the baptism of his chil-

dren in the records of St. Patrick’s Church, Puckane, Co. Tipperary.  It is assumed they 

were his brothers (although Patrick might possibly have been his father).  All four lived in 

neighbouring townlands.  Edward remained in Ireland, but the other three emigrated to 

Syracuse, N.Y. where Patrick had ‘Hogan’ relatives already in place.  There is no record of 

any activity on their part in Ireland after 1850.  It is possible that Michael and these three all 

emigrated together, splitting up after they arrived in Montreal, - with Michael going to his 

wife’s relatives in Fallowfield, and the others going on to Syracuse.  For more information, 

see ‘The Moloughneys of Syracuse’.  

A fifth brother may have been a John Moloughney who settled in Belledune, New 

Brunswick - having come across to Canada sometime in the late 1820's with his father and 

mother.  The father and mother were called Patrick Moloughney and Mary Ryan and they 

are buried in the cemetery in Belledune with John, their son, - and their grandchildren and 

great-grandchildren.  These Moloughneys came from Boherlahan about thirty-five miles 
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south of Puckane.  At the time of coming to Canada, they brought only one of their children 

with them - the one called John, who was then about 8 years of age.  It is known they left 

behind a Mary, a Catherine and a Thomas, and possibly a Michael also.  It may well have 

been that Michael had already left home and made his way to the Puckane or Nenagh area 

where he subsequently met Ellen Murphy and married. For more information on this sub-

ject, see "The Moloughneys of Ireland" and "The Moloughneys of New Brunswick". 

When Michael was about twenty-five, he married Ellen Murphy.  There is no re-

cord of his marriage since the Catholic Church records only begin in Puckane in 1834.  

Based on Irish custom, it is assumed that her parents were a James Murphy and a Cath-

erine (unknown).  In the memory of residents of Puckane, there is a ‘Murphy’s Corner’ on 

the road between Puckane and Urra Hill, and it is assumed that this is the area where Ellen 

grew up; no confirmation.  

Michael Moloughney and Ellen Murphy lived on Urra Hill. Urra Hill is not much 

more than 600 acres in size, and at the time that Michael and Ellen were there, the land 

must have fed almost 200 people.  (A survey of the church records indicates an extremely 

large number of residents from that one particular area who had children baptized in the 

Parish Church during the period 1834-1850).  When the famine struck, the land was not 

capable of feeding the hundreds of mouths that relied upon it, - and many of them left for 

other parts of the world.  In 1850 Michael and Ellen were also forced to emigrate  (see 

‘Moloughneys of Ireland’).  They were evicted in January of 1848 and no information is 

available on where they were from then until they sailed in April of 1850.  Conditions were 

so severe that despite the fact that Ellen was eight months pregnant (with their seventh 

child) they still were forced to make the voyage. In April of 1850, Michael and Ellen together 

with their six children set out for Limerick and then for Canada.  Their seventh child was 

born on the ocean. 

They arrived safely in Canada (the port of Quebec) on May 22, 1850.  Michael 

was forty-one years of age at the time . . . and his wife Ellen thirty-four.  Their six children 

ranged in age from fourteen years to two years of age.  In addition to the birth of a daughter 

(Margaret) on the ocean, there were four more children born in Canada.  The age of Mi-

chael Moloughney and Ellen Murphy at the time of emigration and at the birth of each child 

was as follows:
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  Age at Immigration At birth of Each Child 
Name Born 1850 Father’s Age Mother’s Age 

Michael Moloughney  1809 41   
  Ellen Murphy  1816 34   

Patrick  1835* 14 26 19 
Catherine  1837* 12 28 21 
Mary  1840* 10 31 24 
James  1842* 8 33 26 
Eliza  1845* 5 36 29 
William  1847* 2 38 31 
Margaret  1850  41 34 
Ellen  1853*  44 37 
Michael  1855*  46 39 
Daniel  1857*  48 41 
Anne  1860*  51 44 

* Confirmed with Church Records 

The important dates in the history of this family were as follows: 
  
1. Nov 26, 1857  Catherine married Big John McCarthy - she was 20 years of age. 
2. Early 1860 's  Mary married Pat Leahy when she was in her early 20 's. 
3. Feb 8, 1866  Eliza married John Hawley - she was 21. 
4. June 13, 1867  Pat married Mary Gleason - he was 31. 
5. Feb 6, 1869  Pat married Ellen Mary McCarthy, his second wife - he was 33. 
   

6. 1872  Margaret married Tom Baxter - she was 22. 
7. Feb 14, 1875  Michael Moloughney, the father of the family, died - age 66. 
8. Nov 16, 1876  Ellen married Mick Costello - she was 23. 
9. Oct 31, 1877  Jim married Mary Monahan - he was 35. 
10. June 19, 1883  Mick married Ann Tierney - he was 28. 
   

11. July 1, 1884  Dan married Elizabeth Monahan - he was 27. 
12. Apr 7, 1888  Ann married Martin Howe - she was 28. 
13. Nov 20, 1888  Bill Moloughney married Bridget Linnen - he was 41. 
14. July 30, 1900  Ellen (Murphy) Moloughney, mother of the family, died - age 83. 
15. Oct 18, 1917  Pat Moloughney died- age 82. 
   

16. Aug 14, 1918 Ann (Moloughney) Howe died - age 58. 
17. June 6, 1919  Bill Moloughney died - age 72. 
18. Oct 13, 1921  Jim Moloughney died - age 79. 
19. Mar 24, 1925  Mick Moloughney died - age 70. 
20. Nov 6, 1926 Margaret (Moloughney) Baxter died- age 76. 
   

21. Jan 7, 1931  Dan Moloughney died - age 73. 
22. 1939  Ellen (Moloughney) Costello died - age 86. 
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The land on which Michael and Ellen settled was just south of the Trail Road in 

Concession #4 of Nepean.  It wasn’t the best of land, but it was unoccupied.  They finally 

got legal possession on Oct 10, 1861, and during the next eight years acquired an addi-

tional 190 acres of adjoining land to add to their holdings, for a total of 290 all told. 

The land was cleared and the crops harvested on a co-operative reciprocal ba-

sis.  They were on Lot #7, Concession #4 and down the road on Lots #7, #8 and #9 of 

Concession #3 were the Costellos and his brothers-in-law, the Murphys, and the Kennedys.  

No too far away in Twin Elm was another brother-in-law, William Costello.  They all worked 

together to clear and develop their land, along with their neighbours, many of who had also 

come from the banks of the Shannon and who had known each other back home. 

His brother-in-law William Costello left Twin Elm in the late 1850’s when he 

moved to Brudenell after the murder of Denis Tierney.  William had been a witness at the 

trial of the suspects in the murder, and when they were acquitted he no doubt felt it would 

be safer to leave the area rather than face possible retaliation at home.  (Of the 7 Costello 

brothers that came to Fallowfield, only one, Jim, remained in the area after 1865 - see “The 

Costello Story”). 

Michael Moloughney died in 1875 at the 

age of 66, but Ellen lived for another 25 years stay-

ing in the original homestead with her son William.  

William married Bridget Linnen late in life (in 1888 

when he was 41 and Bridget 43; no children; one 

adopted daughter), and by 1890 there were only 

four people in the house.  Pat lived on the farm 

west of them, Jim on the farm south of them, Mick 

across the road in Concession #3, and Ellen mar-

ried Mick Costello and lived down the road on Lot 

#9, Concession #3   In the other direction, her son 

Dan lived five lots away on Lot #2, Concession #4 

and her daughter Margaret on Lot #1, Concession 

#4, married to Tom Baxter. 

She was surrounded by her family, ex-
Ellen Murphy about 1890 



Issue Date July 25, 2001 1.0 Old Michael Moloughney 

Assembled by Bill Moloughney Page 5 

ception made of her three oldest girls.   Catherine, the eldest daughter, was out working 

with the Kilroe family at the age of 13, married  ‘Big John’ McCarthy in 1857 at the age of 

20, moved to Brudenell and had her first child before her sister Anne was born in 1860; 

known to have returned to Fallowfield on at least two occasions in subsequent years.  Her 

second daughter, Mary, married Pat Leahy; from a family they had known back in Ireland.  

They moved to Ogdensburg, N.Y. where he had relatives; she is known to have made at 

least one trip back to Fallowfield.  The third, Liza, married Johnny Hawley and moved with 

him to Sandstone, Minnesota; there is no record of her returning home for a visit. 

Ellen also had a sister down the road (Mrs. Elizabeth Kennedy, Lot #9, Conces-

sion #3), a brother Michael Murphy also on Lot #9, and her sister Margaret (Mrs. William 

Costello) in Brudenell.  Elizabeth and Margaret had emigrated to Canada with their hus-

bands and family in 1837, and Michael (her brother) had come out with Ellen in 1850 as a 

single man.  In Canada he married one of the Houlahan girls.  See “The Murphy Story”. 

Ellen was a hard worker and a strong-minded person.  The Murphys were or-

phaned at a young age and she married Michael when she was about 18.  She gave birth 

to six children in Ireland; suffered through the Great Famine of 1847; evicted from her 

home in 1848 and homeless from then until early 1850, crossed the 3000 mile Atlantic 

Ocean in a ‘coffin ship’ on which she gave birth to her seventh child; settled on Lot #7, 

Concession #4. Nepean, where she gave birth to four more children, the last of whom was 

younger than her first grandchild, - and lived to be 83 years of age, surrounded by family 

and friends.  

Michael Moloughney died on Feb 14, 1875 at the age of sixty-six; Ellen on July 

30, 1900 at the age of eighty-three.  Both are buried in the Cemetery of St. Patrick’s 

Church, Fallowfield.  Michael was one of the first to be buried in this Cemetery.  His tomb-

stone is just inside the Cemetery gates, Plot#69. 

Michael and Ellen had eleven children and many, many grandchildren.  Their de-

scendants are now found from coast to coast in Canada and in varying places in the United 

States.  The following chart shows the first three generations and their relationships 
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 Patrick Moloughney 1781? 

  Mary Ryan 1781? 
  

 
 
 Michael Moloughney - 1809 Patrick Moloughney? Daniel Moloughney? Stephen Moloughney?   Edward Molougheny? 

     Ellen Murphy - 1816 
  

 
 

Patrick - 1835 Catherine - 1837 Mary - 1840 James - 1842 Eliza - 1845 William - 1847 Margaret -1850 Ellen - 1853 Michael - 1855 Daniel - 1857 Ann - 1860 

 Mary Gleeson  John McCarthy  Pat Leahy  Mary Monahan  John Hawley  Bridget Linnen  Tom Baxter  Mick Costello  Ann Tierney  Liza Monahan  Martin Howe 
 Ellen McCarthy 
  Michael - 1868 Matthew  - 1858 John - 1866 Ellen - 1878 Michael - 1867  James - 1873 Bill - 1881 Mary Anne - 1884 Mick - 1885 Nell - 1889 
  Eliza - 1872 Margaret - 1861 William - 1869  Roderick - 1868  Ellen Mary - 1874 Jim - 1883 Paddy - 1886 Ed - 1886 Peg - 1890 
  Ellen Mary - 1876 John - 1863 Mary - 1877  Ann - 1869  Catherine - 1875 Mick - 1885 Nellie - 1890 Jim - 1888 Liza - 1891 
   James - 1866 Margaret - 1878  Ellen - 1870  Thomas - 1879 Dan - 1887 Liza - 1892 Paddy - 1889 Katie - 1892 
   Michael - 1868 Edward - 1884  Ester  Anne Ellen - 1881 Matt - 1889 Mick - 1894 Dan - 1894 Mick - 1895 
   Mary Ellen - 1870     Mary Theresa - 1883 Lydia - 1891 Bill - 1898 Bill - 1896 Martha - 1898 
   Thomas - 1874     Michael - 1885 Tom - 1893 Lillian - 1901 Jack - 1898 Tess - 1900 
   William - 1878     Katie - 1886  Kathleen - 1904 Katie - 1900 Martin - 1902 
   Daniel - 1880     Daniel - 1889   Nellie - 1902  
   William - 1882     William - 1891     
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