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James (Jim) Moloughney 
 

1.4.  James (Jim) Moloughney (1842-1921) 
 

Second son, (fourth child) of Michael Moloughney and Ellen Murphy.  Born April 10, 

1842, on Urra Hill, Ireland; baptized in St. Patrick’s Church, Parish of Killodiernan, Village of 

Puckane, Co. Tipperary; sponsors were Daniel Moloughney and Honore Hogan.  He emi-

grated with his parents to Canada at age 8.  The home farm was located on the East-half of lot 

#7 Concession #4, Nepean Township, Carleton Co.  The family settled there in 1850.  Jim 

grew up on that farm but spent many winters in the "shanty" where he rose to be foreman. 

Jim had a limited education - while 

there was a schoolhouse on Concession #3, 

Lot #6 not too far away, Jim had problems with 

his school teacher and spent only 3 days in 

school, according to family history.  He had a 

fight with the teacher, threw an inkwell at her, 

and that was the end of his school days!  He 

could not read nor write - but became good 

with figures.  He made his fortune in the lumber 

industry. 

Squared white pine was the chief 

item of lumber exported from Canada for much 

of the 1800’s.  In 1863, one of the peak years 

for the square and ‘flatted timber’ trade, a total 

of 424,999 pieces went through the slides and 

booms of the Ottawa River, according to one 

Government report. 

Jim was a hard worker.  He took ad-

vantage of the opportunities and soon he had 

risen to the job of foreman, looking after 50 to 

60 men in each of several shanties that were 

part of his camp.  It was a responsible position; the men were largely cut off from the outside 

Part of Nepean Township 1879 
1. Patrick Moloughney and Mary Gleason/Ellen-Mary McCarthy 
2. James Moloughney and Mary Monahan 
3. Roderick Hawley, father-in-law of Elizabeth Moloughney 
4. Bill Moloughney and Bridget Lennon - family homestead 
5. Margaret Moloughney and Tom Baxter 
6. Ellen Moloughney and Michael Costello 
7. Michael Moloughney and Ann Tierney - purchased after 1879 
8. Dan Moloughney and Elizabeth Monahan - after 1879 
9. Ann Moloughney and Martin Howe purchased after 1879 
10. Catherine Moloughney and John McCarthy lived in Killaloe 
11. Mary Moloughney and Pat Leahy lived in Ogdensburg N.Y. 
12. Eliza Moloughney and Johnny Hawley lived in Minnesota 
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world until the creeks began to break up in the spring.  Over the years, he brought each of his 

four brothers “up the Opeongo” with him to work in the shanty, as well as some of his nephews 

- quite often with a team of horses to give them better pay and a less strenuous job.  His 

nephew Bill (Dan’s son) was killed when kicked in the head by a horse (Jan 5, 1916). 

When Jim was 27 his father bought the adjoining West-half of Lot 7, Concession #4 

from the Crown.  The Register of sale is dated April 10,1869 - and the purchase price for the 

100 acres was $435.  The money was finally paid in full by early 1873 and on July 11 of that 

year Letters Patent were given to his father to provide full legal rights.  The neighbouring farm 

(lot #6) had already been purchased for his brother Pat.  This one was earmarked for Jim - and 

it was left to him outright when his father died in 1875.  The will had one provision - Jim was to 

pay $500 to his brother Mick another beneficiary under the Will. 

On Oct 31, 1877 Jim married Mary Monahan (later his brother Dan was to marry her 

sister Elizabeth).  Mary was the daughter of Edward Monahan and Catherine Hough.  Her fa-

ther was already dead.  The witnesses to the marriage were William Moloughney his brother 

and Catherine Monahan her sister.  For more information on Mary Monahan see section 6.0 

“The Monahan Story”.  Jim was 35 at the time of his marriage and his bride 23.  They had one 

child only - a daughter Ellen (Nellie) born on December 16, 1878. 

 

 

 

Jim Moloughney (1842 - 1921) and  
 
Mary Monahan (1852 - 1922) 
 
Photo taken about 1915 
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Without any sons to work the land they finally had to sell the farm when they 

reached the later years of life.  They moved into Ottawa in April of 1921 when Jim was 78 

years of age and his wife 66.  On March 29, 1921 the farm was turned over to Milton H. Bratton 

for the sum of $4000.  They acquired a house at 27 Louisa St. in Ottawa - but were not long to 

enjoy the benefits of City living.  He died on Oct 13, 1921 at the age of 79 - and she died the 

following March 29, 1922 at the age of 67.  They had 44 years of marriage, both are buried in 

Notre Dame Cemetery, Ottawa.  They had one child. 

1.4.1  Ellen (Nellie) Moloughney - born Dec 16, 1878, sponsored by Mick Dourley, an un-

cle and Anne Moloughney, an aunt; married William Patrick Collins (Apr 8, 1881 - Dec 26, 

1938, son of Matthew Collins and Elizabeth McKeever). 

Her parents’ substantial estate was left to Ellen in its entirety, and she subsequently 

set out on a trip to the ‘Old Country’ in 1922.  The family Bible records Jim's birthplace as 

County Tipperary, with no further information.  Based upon this lead Ellen was able to success-

fully trace his birthplace.  Proof of this was turned up during a trip to Ireland in September of 

1976.  In the prized possessions of Joe Hanlon of Puckane, a man then 80years of age, there 

were found many photographs of "Cousin Nellie" taken during the time she spent with him in 

Puckane.  Apparently she had arrived first of all in Nenagh, and after several days had been 

lost she was finally directed to Puckane where she uncovered the baptismal record of her fa-

ther, and met Joe Hanlon.   Her stay was extended from one week to three!  More than fifty 

years later, Joe Hanlon still had a series of photographs taken of her during the course of her 

stay with them.   Joe was still a bachelor in Sept of 1976, at the age of 80.  Ellen returned 

home, and subsequently married Bill Collins in 1933 - she was 55 and he 52. 

Ellen (Moloughney) Collins and Bill Collins did not have any children.  As a conse-

quence, this line of the Moloughney family died with the death of Ellen on May 31, 1935, two 

years after her marriage to Bill.  Bill died on Dec 26, 1938.  Bill and Ellen are both buried in Fal-

lowfield, Plot #18. 
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